
Constitution for 
The Most Holy Redeemer Parish Pastoral Council

1. Name
The Council shall be called The Most Holy Redeemer Parish Pastoral 
Council.

2. Nature and Function
The Pastoral Council is a consultative body to the Parish Priest and 
should be seen as a co-ordinating and unifying structure of the parish 
community. Through its insights, expertise and prudent advice, it 
should enable the priest to identify, implement and evaluate those 
pastoral initiatives and policies best suited to the spread of the gospel 
in this area.

The following aspects of parish life will be represented on the Pastoral 
Council:

Liturgy/Worship Youth External Outreach
Buildings/Finance Social & Fundraising St Peters School

3. Membership
a) President: The Parish Priest is President of the Pastoral Council. 
b) Chair: shall be elected annually by the Council among the 
members.
c) Vice Chair: shall be elected annually by the Council from among the 
members.
d) Secretary: The Secretary will be appointed by the Pastoral Council 
at its first meeting, either from among its members or someone co-
opted for that purpose.

The Council shall consist of members who are either elected or 
appointed at the discretion of the Parish Priest. 

The period of office shall be for a minimum of one year and a 
maximum of six years. After that period the composition of the Council 
will be reviewed. 

If a vacancy occurs during the year, the Pastoral Council decides 
whether or not to fill the vacancy. A vacancy occurs when a member 
resigns in writing or, at the discretion of the President or Chair, when a 
member fails to attend four consecutive meetings without a reasonable 
explanation.



e) Apologies: If unable to attend a meeting, a member must send a 
written apology and provide a written report to the Secretary or Chair 
prior to the meeting. 

f) Casting Vote: When necessary, the Chair shall have a casting vote.

4. Pastoral Council Meetings: The Council will meet at least four 
times a year. Notice of the meetings will be announced in the 
Newsletter for two consecutive Sundays prior to the meeting and 
minutes from the meeting will be displayed for two consecutive 
Sundays after the meeting. The Parish Priest shall preside at all 
meetings. In the event that the Parish Priest is called away, the 
meeting can proceed but no votes can be taken.

Because of the unique nature of the Council, a short period of each 
meeting shall be given over to prayer and reflection on an appropriate 
section of God’s word.

5. Quorum: At a Pastoral Council Meeting, a quorum will consist of 
the Chair or the Vice Chair, four parishioner members of the Pastoral 
Council and the President.

6. Committees: The Pastoral Council may set up such committees as 
are necessary. Each committee shall elect from its members a Chair 
and a Secretary.

7. Annual Parish Meeting: Each year in June, a Parish Meeting will 
be held to:
a) Discuss the Annual Report prepared by the Chair and the 
committees of the Pastoral Council.
b) Deal with any relevant Parish Business.

The notice of this meeting will be displayed on the Pastoral Council 
Notice Board for at least two consecutive Sundays prior to the 
meeting.

8. Extraordinary Meetings: In exceptional circumstances an 
Extraordinary Meeting of the Pastoral Council can be called by the 
President, Chair or Secretary.

9. Alterations: Any proposal to alter the Constitution is to be made in 
writing and referred to the Pastoral Council for consideration. A report 
is to be made at the next Annual Parish Meeting. 


